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Appearances
of lesions
 such foci coalesce and may involve the greater part of the scalp. Except
occasionally in infants, the lesions do not clear up in the centre to form
rings. Sometimes less well-defined lesions occur, with faint scaling and
partial alopecia, gradually shading off into the normal scalp.
Trichophytosis
Small scaly patches, roundish or irregular in outline, generally not
larger than about 1 sq. cm., are found either solitary or disseminated
in large numbers over the scalp. Stumps are much scarcer than in
microsporosis, the affected hairs more often breaking off at the folli-
cular orifices, in which they may be seen as black dots. Stumps, when
present, may be white and opaque or resemble short atrophic hairs;
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they are irregularly distri-
buted, singly or in small
groups, among healthy hairs.
The surrounding follicles may
have the appearance of goose-
flesh.
Kerion
fig. 104.—Kerion
(Photograph kindly lent by Dr. J. T. Ingram)
This is a well-defined, gener-
ally round, boggy red swelling,
dotted over with small peri-
follicular abscesses exuding
sero-pus, in the centre of
which a loose hair can gener-
ally be detected and between
which are a few opaque
stumps. The diameter varies
from 1 cm. to 5 cm. or more,
As a rule there is only a solitary
lesion, but there may be several. Kerion represents an acute inflamma-
tory reaction to the fungus. (See Fig. 104.)
(3)—Prognosis
Microsporosis
Microsporosis is exceedingly contagious in children. It persists and
extends, if untreated, until puberty; then it spontaneously dies out. In
the rare cases in which the response to infection is very inflammatory or
suppurative spontaneous cure may take place earlier. An attack does
not confer immunity.
Trichophytosis
Trichophytosis is liable to persist indefinitely, even after puberty. Endo-
thrix ringworm is particularly likely to be of long duration, owing to the
difficulty in recognizing it. Ectothrix infections, which generally approach
the kerion type, may disappear spontaneously.

